ST LAWRENCE CATHOLIC CHURCH

2200 NE 191st St, Miami, FL 33180 Phone: (305) 932-3560 Info@stlawrencemiami.org

“And suddenly there will come to the temple the LORD whom you seek” Malachi 3, 1

“De improviso entrard en el santuario el Sefnior, a quien ustedes buscan” Malaquias 3, 1

Mass Schedule: Confessions:
Monday — Friday Saturday Sunday Before each weekend
6:30 pm 5 pm 9 & 11 in English Mass or call the office
Martes 8 pm (Parish Hall) 1 & 6 en espaiol Adoration:

7:30 pm en espaifiol Neocatechumenal Way Friday: 7:15 pm



Mass Intentions / Readings of the Week
Intenciones de Misa / Lecturas de la Semana d

Saturday, February 1%

QO

Mal 3:1-4/Heb 2:14-18/Ps 2417, 8, 9, 10/Lk 2:22-40 ONE IN FAITH ONE IN CHARITY
5:00 pm f Brigida Hug
Sunday, February 2" The Presentation of the Lord, 2025
World Day for Consecrated Life
Mal 3:1-4/Heb 2:14-18/Ps 24:7, 8, 9, 10/Lk 2:22-40 ‘l- T AB C D
9:00 am St Lawrence Parish and parishioners ARCHBISHOP’S CHARITIES & DEVELOPMENT DRIVE
11:00 am
1:00 pm T Ricardo Reales, T Rebecca Santana No matter the amount, each dollar donated to the
6:00 pm T ; ABCD brings hope and has the power to change lives
Monday, February 3 St. Blaise, Bishop and Martyr; | and strengthen our community. Let us continue to

St. Ansgar, Bishop

Heb 11:32-40/Ps 31:20. 21. 22. 23. 24/Mk 5:1-20 give generously to the ABCD knowing that our col-
6:30 pm T T lective efforts, every day, make a meaningful impact
Tuesday, February 4" on the life of someone else.
Heb 12:1-4/Ps 22:26b-27, 28 and 30, 31-32/Mk 5:21-43
gigg gﬁ; No importa la cantidad, cada délar donado al ABCD
Wednesday, February 5  St. Agatha, Virgin and Martyr trae esperanza y tiene el poder de cambiar vidas y
Heb 12:4-7, 11-15/Ps 103:1-2, 13-14, 17-18a/Mk 6:1-6 fortalecer nuestra comunidad. Sigamos donando
6:30 pm f " generosamente al ABCD sabiendo que nuestros
};hl:;'sday, January 6 St. Paul Miki and Companions, | esfyerzos colectivos, cada dia, tienen un impacto
artyrs . e . .
Heb 12:18-19, 21-24/Ps 48:2-3ab, 3cd-4, 9, 10-11/Mk 6:7-13 significativo en la vida de otra persona.
6:30 pm T
Friday, January 7" PARISH GOAL: USD 52,000
Heb 13:1-8/Ps 27:1, 3, 5, 8b-9abc/Mk 6:14-29
6:30 pm T
META PARROQUIAL: USD 52,000
Collection 1/25 to 1/26 2025
Mass 1st Collection | 2nd Collection | Census
5:00 PM 310.00 - 54
PARISH STAFF: 9:00 AM 449.00 - 90
Clergy: 11:00 AM 665.00 - 115
Rev. Fr. Cletus O. Omode - Pastor = ‘:M L5980 - 233
Rev, Mr. Clyde McFarland - Permanent Deacon — e - =
. . Subtotals (1) (2) 3,363.00
Parish Manager — Ana Maria Jara S Colleion:
Daily Masses
St. Lawrence Catholic School Tuesday 6:30 pm 1/21/25 19.00 28
PreK2- 8th Grade Tuesday 7:30 pm 1/21/25 175.00 43
Wednesday 6:30 pm 1/22/25 27.00 32
Principal: Dr. Stephanie Paguaga Th“FrS_ZaV :2§ pm i;’ ;i’; i iiﬁ z
. . . rigay ol pm !
PreK Director: Iliana Medolla PR Ty T e o
. Subtotals (3) 332.00
Email: schooloffice@stlaw.org Candles _
Tel: 305-932-4912 Offertory by mail 706.00
. . Parish Improvements by mail g
Inqu1r1es for: Offertory (online giving) 919,50
Baptism’ First Communion, Conﬁrmation Parish Improvements (online giving) 22.50
. o Subtotals (4 1,648.00
Marriage Preparation htetal ()
Preguntas sobre: Total (1)+(2)+(3)+(4) 5,343.00
Bautismo, Primera Comunion, Confirmacion . .
Preparacion Matrimonial Online Giving
Contact: Moises Franchi at 305-932-3560 or Donate Now / DOI}a a!lora
mfranchi@stlawrencemiami.org www.stlawrencemiami.org

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



GOSPEL MEDITATION:

Today is the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord, or the Virgin of Candelaria. The
Virgin of Candelaria is a name commonly used in some Latin American countries. It
refers to the 40-day period after Christmas. If you add 40 days to December 25, you
arrive at February 2.

According to Jewish tradition, after 40 days, the child had to be presented in the
temple, and the mother had to undergo purification from childbirth. Without this
purification, she was considered impure. Therefore, this feast is also called the Feast
of the Purification of Mary or the Presentation of the Child Jesus in the Temple, or
simply, the Feast of the Virgin of Candelaria.

Today, February 2, is a beautiful day. The Gospel passage presents us with a man
named Simeon. The text says he was just and devout. He went to the temple, prayed,
and tried to follow the law. But he was not just devout like the Pharisees, the Phari-
sees were devout but not just. This man was both just and devout.

And most importantly, he listened to the Lord. He listened to the Holy Spirit, because
the Gospel says that the Holy Spirit was with him. The Holy Spirit had revealed to
him that he would not die before seeing the Messiah. What an incredible promise—to
see the Messiah before dying. At that point, nothing else would matter.

The Gospel says that by the prompting of the Holy Spirit, he went to the temple. He
was an ordinary man, like you and me, who went to the temple to pray. But the Holy
Spirit told him, "Go to the temple today." How many times, do we hear that inner
voice? "Go to Mass today." Or "Go to confession today." Because the Holy Spirit
speaks to us.

Through baptism, we have received the Holy Spirit, and He remains with us. The
Holy Spirit is within us, and He convicts us of sin. He tells us, "You have sinned. Go
confess. Ask for forgiveness. Give alms to the poor. Bring your wife a small gift be-
cause you treated her poorly. Forgive your husband—he is a weak and struggling
man."”

We need to listen to the Holy Spirit. Simeon listened. How often do we hear, "Go to
Mass. The Word you will hear there will save your life.” Because in Mass, like Sime-
on, we encounter Jesus Christ himself. We don’t come here just to warm the pews or
to look at the priest’s face.

We don’t come here to fulfill an obligation or just to learn something. We come to
meet a person—Jesus of Nazareth. Just like Simeon, we come to embrace Christ.
There is a tenderness in this passage. It says that when Mary and Joseph entered the
temple with the child, Simeon took Him in his arms and blessed God. He blessed
God!

Can we bless God? Yes! Because to bless means to speak well of—it is the opposite
of cursing or better murmuring. Blessing God means speaking well of Him, acknowl-
edging His goodness, recognizing that everything He does is good and that He fulfills
His promises.

Simeon then says, "Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, according to your
word, for my eyes have seen your salvation." He had seen the Savior—now he was
ready to die in peace.

That’s what all of us need. to see Jesus. And today, you will see Him! When the Body
of Christ is lifted up. This is not just a symbol or a sign. It is not just a piece of bread
that we say represents Christ. It is Christ Himself.

The same Jesus whom Simeon held in his arms desires to enter into you today in this
Eucharist. Imagine what a gift that is! And then you too can say, "Lord, now let your
servant depart in peace, for my eyes have seen your salvation.”

The Lord is coming today to save you from your anguish, from your suffering. Cour-
age! The Lord loves you. He is with you. He walks with us, strengthens us, and con-
stantly shows us His love.

Simeon said, "My eyes have seen your salvation, a light to enlighten the nations and
the glory of your people Israel.”

In ancient times, on the night of February Ist to 2nd, people held a procession with
candles, torches, and lamps illuminating the night. That is why today there is bless-
ing of the candles and Mary is called the Virgin of Candelaria—from the word
"candela" (candle). Because Christ is the light that illuminates the nations.

To conclude, I want to reflect on light. Light is an incredible symbol. Imagine a
world without light—completely dark. It would be terrifying.

One image that always impresses me is that of the moon. The moon is not a star;
stars shine with their own light, like the sun. The moon, on the other hand, has no
light of its own—it is just a lifeless, barren rock. Yet at night, the moon shines. How?
By reflecting the light of the sun.

That is who we are as Christians. We are called to reflect the light of Christ, even
though we are weak, poor, and sinful. The light is not ours—it is Christ’s. Think
about colors: white reflects all light, while black absorbs all light. When we love only
ourselves, we become black—absorbing everything, refusing to reflect light. But
when we love others, we reflect the light of Christ.

That’s the problem in many of our relationships and marriages: one wait for the
other to love first. But if one of them decides to love first, the other will respond. Who
is the first to love? Christ.

Who will be the first? If only we would strive daily to love first:"Today, I will be the
one to love first." "Today, I will bring breakfast to my spouse.""Today, I will love my
child, my boss, my coworker."

May the Lord grant us today the experience of His love, just as He did for Simeon.
May we receive His light, which is His love. Amen.

MEDITACION EVANGELICA:

Hoy es la Fiesta de la Presentacion del Seiior, o la Virgen de la Candelaria.

En varios paises de Latinoamérica, se le conoce como la Virgen de la Candela-
ria. Esta fiesta marca el final de un periodo de 40 dias después de la Navidad. Si
sumamos 40 dias al 25 de diciembre, llegamos al 2 de febrero.

Seguin la tradicion judia, después de 40 dias, el nifio debia ser presentado en el
templo y la madre tenia que pasar por un rito de purificacion tras el parto. Sin
esta purificacion, era considerada impura. Por eso, esta fiesta también se llama
la Purificacion de Maria, la Presentacion del Nifio Jesus en el Templo, o simple-
mente la Fiesta de la Virgen de la Candelaria.

Hoy, 2 de febrero, es un dia hermoso. En el Evangelio aparece un hombre llama-
do Simeon. Se nos dice que era justo y piadoso. Iba al templo, oraba y trataba de
seguir la ley. Pero no era piadoso como los fariseos, que cumplian con la ley,
pero no eran justos. Simeon era ambas cosas: justo y piadoso.

Y lo mas importante, Simeon escuchaba al Seiior. El Evangelio dice que el Espi-
ritu Santo estaba con él. Y el Espiritu Santo le habia revelado que no moriria sin
antes ver al Mesias. jImaginate qué promesa tan increible! Ver al Salvador antes
de morir... En ese momento, todo lo demdas deja de importar.

El Evangelio dice que movido por el Espiritu Santo, Simeon fue al templo. Era
un hombre comuin y corriente, como tii y como yo. Pero sintio dentro de si la voz
del Espiritu diciéndole: "Ve al templo hoy."

¢ Cuantas veces nosotros también escuchamos esa voz interior? "Ve a Misa hoy."
O "Ve a confesarte.” Porque el Espiritu Santo nos habla.

Por el bautismo, hemos recibido al Espiritu Santo y El vive en nosotros. Nos
ilumina y nos mueve. Nos dice: "Has pecado. Anda, confiésate. Pide perdon. Da
limosna. Comprale un detallito a tu esposa, porque la trataste mal. Perdona a tu
esposo, que es un pobre hombre que lucha y sufie."

Necesitamos aprender a escuchar al Espiritu Santo. Simeon lo hizo. Y jcudntas
veces el Espiritu Santo nos dice: "Ve a Misa. Lo que escuchards ahi te salvard la
vida."? Porque en la Misa, como Simeon, nos encontramos con Jesuis. No veni-
mos solo para ocupar un asiento o mirar la cara del sacerdote.

No venimos a cumplir con un deber o a aprender algo nuevo. Venimos a encon-
trarnos con una Persona: Jesus de Nazaret. Como Simeon, venimos a abrazar a
Cristo.

Hay una ternura en este pasaje del Evangelio. Dice que cuando Maria y José
entraron al templo con el Nifio, Simeén lo tomé en sus brazos y bendijo a Dios.
jBendijo a Dios!

¢Podemos nosotros bendecir a Dios? ;Si! Bendecir significa hablar bien de. Es
lo contrario de maldecir o murmurar. Bendecir a Dios es reconocer Su bondad,
reconocer que todo lo que El hace es bueno y que siempre cumple Sus promesas.
Simeon luego dice: "Serior, ya puedes dejar que tu siervo muera en paz, porque
mis ojos han visto tu salvacion." Habia visto al Salvador y ahora podia morir en
paz.

Eso es lo que todos necesitamos: ver a Jesus. Y hoy, tii lo verds. Cuando el sacer-
dote levante la Hostia, el Cuerpo de Cristo, ahi esta EL No es solo un simbolo.
No es solo un pan que representa a Cristo. Es Cristo mismo.

El mismo Jesus que Simeon tuvo en sus brazos quiere entrar en ti hoy en esta
Eucaristia. jQué regalo tan grande! Y entonces, tii también podras decir: "Serior,
ya puedo vivir en paz, porque mis ojos han visto tu salvacion.”

El Seiior viene hoy a salvarte de tu angustia, de tu sufrimiento. jAnimo! El Sefior
te ama, estd contigo, camina a tu lado, te fortalece y te muestra Su amor una y
otra vez.

Simeon dijo: "Mis ojos han visto tu salvacion, la luz que ilumina a las naciones y
la gloria de tu pueblo Israel."”

En la antigiiedad, en la noche del 1 al 2 de febrero, la gente hacia procesiones
con velas, antorchas y lamparas para iluminar la noche. Por eso hoy se bendicen
las velas y a Maria se le llama la Virgen de la Candelaria, de la palabra
"candela" (luz, vela). Porque Cristo es la luz que ilumina a las naciones.

Para terminar, quiero reflexionar sobre la luz. La luz es un simbolo impresio-
nante. Imaginate un mundo sin luz, completamente oscuro. Seria aterrador.

Una imagen que siempre me impacta es la de la luna. La luna no tiene luz pro-
pia. Es solo una roca fria y sin vida. Pero en la noche, la luna brilla. ;Como?
Reflejando la luz del sol.

Nosotros, como cristianos, somos como la luna. No tenemos luz propia, pero
estamos llamados a reflejar la luz de Cristo. Aunque somos débiles, pobres y
pecadores, si dejamos que la luz de Cristo nos ilumine, brillaremos.

Piensa en los colores: el blanco refleja toda la luz; el negro la absorbe toda.
Cuando solo pensamos en nosotros mismos, nos volvemos oscuros, apagados.
Pero cuando amamos a los demads, reflejamos la luz de Cristo.

Este es el problema de muchas relaciones y matrimonios: esperamos que el otro
ame primero. Pero si uno decide amar primero, el otro responderd. ;Quién es el
primero en amar? Cristo.

¢Quién sera el primero en amar en tu familia, en tu trabajo? Si cada dia dijéra-
mos: "Hoy, yo seré el primero en amar."”

"Hoy, yo le haré el desayuno a mi esposo."

"Hoy, yo seré el primero en perdonar.”

Que el Seiior nos conceda hoy la experiencia de Su amor, como lo hizo con Si-
meon. Que recibamos Su luz, que es Su amor. Amén.
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